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of the new measures, hastily devised, proved
burdensome when put into practice, and
that some of the best intentions were spoiled
by an ill-adapted and unwilling administra-
tion. The employers, of course, did every-
thing to hasten the failure, but also, smaller
tradesmen, vexed by " les bureaux " (some of
which practised conscious sabotage), were
undoubtedly hit.
Yet, when all is said, these measures, how-
ever startling they appeared, amounted to
no more than a belated attempt to make up
for the shortcomings which had left France
far behind in social legislation compared
with any of the great industrial nations. To
these measures French capitalists reacted
with frenzy; a few social reforms brought
the country to the verge of counter-revolu-
tion.
It must.be repeated, however, that these
measures were applied to a country whose
industrial development lagged far behind;
and it is also true that they fell into a period
tragically unfavourable to social progress.
Next door to France was Germany, which
had already begun her frantic goose-step
towards high-speed slavery and mechanised
death: Hitler, the "mechanised Attila ",
as L&>n Blum has called him, stood in the